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ARGENTINA. 

By  Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Bueuos  Aires,  November  2G,  1917. 

The  total  population  of  the  Argentine  Republic  on  June  1,  1914, 
is  given  as  7,885,237  persons,  and  it  was  estimated  on  January  1, 
1917,  that  the  normal  increase  in  the  meantime  Avould  make  these 
figures  about  7,999,500.  As  the  census  of  1895  showed  only  3,955,110 
inhabitants,  the  population  has  doubled  itself  in  the  intervening  19 
years.  The  aboriginal  population,  however,  has  decreased  n-om 
about  40,000  in  1895  to  18,425  in  1914. 

In  totals  of  numbers,  the  following  nationalities  rank  in  the  order 
given:  Argentines,  Italians,  Spaniards,  Russians,  Uruguayans, 
French,  Turks,  Austro-Hungarians,  Brazilians,  Chileans,  Paraguay- 
ans, English,  Germans,  Bolivians,  and  Swiss.  Also  ahead  of  the 
Americans  are  the  Portuguese,  Greeks,  and  Belgians.  No  foreign 
nation  has  as  many  as  1,000,000  of  its  subjects  in  Argentina,  Italy 
coming  first  with  929,863;  Spain  second,  with  829,701;  and  Russia 
third,  with  93,G34. 

General  Review  of  1916. 

Economically  considered,  the  year  1916  was  one  of  decidedly  mixed 
character  for  the  interests  of  Argentina.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
finances  of  the  country,  as  distinct  from  those  of  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments,  were  in  a  sound  and  satisfactory  condition, 
and  commercial  failures  were  less  than  for  several  years  past.  The 
prices  of  cattle,  meat,  hides,  skins,  quebracho  wood  and  extract,  lin- 
seed, wool,  and  other  products  reached  unparalleled  figures,  although 
prices  of  grain  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  were  acutely 
depressed.  Imports  were  about  $9,000,000  less  than  in  1915  and 
$160,000,000  less  than  in  1912.  A  scarcity  of  commodities  and  high 
prices  have  inculcated  greater  tendencies  of  economy  in  all  classes  of 
the  population,  and  local  disadvantages  and  necessities  have  focused 
the  national  attention  upon  the  possibility  of  developing  home  indus- 
tries. Speculation  w^as  distinctly  less  than  in  previous  years.  Arti- 
cles were  exported  that  were  never  before  sent  forward,  such  as  wine, 
alcohol,  cheese,  and  hams. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  addition  to  all  of  the  commercial  disturb- 
ances and  uncertainties  brought  about  by  the  general  Avar  conditions, 
the  staple  industries  of  Argentina,  namely,  the  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral industries,  sustained  serious  damages  during  1916  from  frosts, 
droughts,  locusts,  and  cattle  diseases.  Very  large  proportions  of  the 
acreages  sown  to  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  linseed  were  entirely  lost,  and 
cattle  died  not  only  from  disease,  but  also  from  lack  of  water. 
Bountiful  rains  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  alone  saved  the  gen- 
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eral  situation.  The  sugar  crop  in  Tucuman  was  a  partial  failure 
from  early  frost,  so  that  about  110,000  tons  of  foreign  sugar  had  to 
be  imj)ortecl,  although  about  $5,000,000  worth  of  sugar  was  exported 
from  here  in  1914,  and  about  $4,000,000  worth  in  1915.  While  im- 
ports decreased  by  about  $9,000,000,  exports  also  decreased  by  about 
$14,000,000,  still  remaining,  however,  $62,500,000  more  than  in  1912. 
Eestricted  tonnage  available  was  partly  responsible  for  both  reduced 
imports  and  exports. 
Financial  Conditions  in  Argentina. 

As  the  finances  of  the  country  have  been  sound  and  money  has 
been  a  drug  in  the  banks,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  much  more  Argen- 
tine capital  should  not  be  applied  to  Argentine  enterprises,  instead 
of  looking  to  foreign  capital  of  high  interest  rates  and  of  often 
doubtful  availability.  The  country  should  be  now  more  favorable 
than  it  ever  has  been  for  an  internal  loan,  if  one  is  to  judge  by  the 
idle  d(>posits  reported  at  the  end  of  each  month  b}^  the  banks.  Until 
the  United  States  entered  the  war,  it  was  taken  for  granted  her^; 
that  Americtm  capitalists  would  finance  the  Argentine  consolidatioo- 
loan  of  $250,000,000  gold,  and  one  of  $100,000,000  paper,  for  which 
the  finance  committee  of  the  present  Chamber  of  Deputies  recom^ 
mended  early  in  1917  a  compromise  loan  of  $265,000,000  gold. 

This  situation  might  be  promptly  turned  to  the  advantage  of  this 
country  by  the  Argentines  themselves  by  breaking  away  from  the 
costly  habit  of  placing  their  loans  abroad  and  appealing  to  the 
patriotism  of  their  own  people  to  subscribe  to  an  internal  loan  with 
the  object  of  meeting  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  Government. 
Money  is  plentiful  here  but  does  not  circulate,  although  it  is  needed 
to  develop  the  resources  of  this  rich  land,  which  should  be  self- 
sustaining. 
Effects  of  the  War  on  Cost  of  Living. 

Conditions  in  this  country  have  been  so  intricately  corelated  and 
interdependent  during  recent  j^ears  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
say  with  accuracy  which  have  been  brought  about  as  a  result  of  the 
war  and  Avhich  have  not.  Times  now  are  undoubtedly  bad  and  pre- 
sent no  appearance  of  improvement,  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  say 
that  the}'  are  solely  due  to  war. 

There  are  some  direct  effects  of  the  war,  however,  that  are  un- 
mistakable. The  cost  of  living  in  almost  every  item,  except  in 
house  rents,  has  greatly  advanced  for  all  classes  of  the  population; 
the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  coal  and  other  fuels  are  seriously  felt 
in  both  domestic  and  industrial  spheres;  and  the  limited  tonnage 
available  for  over  seas  transportation  has  diminished  the  exports  of 
the  staple  products  of  this  country,  while  also  decreasing  the  amount 
and  raising  the  prices  of  imports  of  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  whether 
necessities  or  luxuries.  These  are  some  of  the  adverse  results  of 
the  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  war  has  brought  about  markedly  higher 
prices  for  cereals,  cattle,  meats,  butter,  wool,  linseed,  quebracho  ex- 
tract, quebracho  wood,  etc.  Foreign  exchange,  although  it  has 
fluctuated,  has  steadily  moved  in  favor  of  this  country,  with  result- 
ing imports  of  gold  and  increased  bank  deposits.  A  considerable 
tendency  to  manufacture  here  what  was  fomierly  importerl  and  to 
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generally  develop  home  industries  hay  grown  up  but  has  largely  been 
checked  by  the  serious  fuel  problem. 

Imports  by  Countries. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  valites  of  the  imports,  a  uniform  pro- 
cedure has  been  followed  here  for  many  years,  namely,  that  of  apply- 
ing to  them  the  prices  set  fortli  in  that  portion  of  the  Argetitino 
customs  tariff  that  prescribes  certain  fixed  valuations  of  the  various 
articles  of  merchandise  for  the  purposes  of  assessing  the  ad  valorem 
import  duties  upon  them.  Although  these  valuations,  at  the  time 
these  tarill's  v^ere  adapted,  were  approximate  to  the  real  purchase 
prices  abroad,  plus  the  freight,  they  are  now  no  longer  so  on  account 
of  the  great  rise  in  prices  in  the  meantime,  especially  since  the 
European  war.  The  tariff  in  force  dates  from  190G,  and  its  valua- 
tions are  now  only  nominal.  Statistics  of  exports  are  subject  to  the 
same  methods  of  compilation  as  are  those  of  imports. 

Up  to  1005,  Argentine  imports  had  never  exceeded  the  value  of 
$193,000,000;  in  1913,  however,  they  had  increased  to  more  than 
$380,000,000.  In  1914  they  fell  to  "$'202,304,273,  in  1915  to  $218,- 
951,487,  and  in  191G  to  $209,799,995.  The  following  table  will  show 
the  value  (according  to  schedule  of  valuations  in  the  customs  tariff) 
of  the  imports  into  Argentina  in  191G,  by  countries  of  origin,  as 
compared  with  those  in  1912 : 


Countries. 


Austria- Hungary . . 

Belgium 

Brazil , 

British  possessions 

Canada 

Cuba 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netherlands 


$3,355,116 

19, 657, 561 

9,213,082 

5, 879, 868 

2, 186, 937 

1,066,402 

36,  301,  860 

61,703,550 

31.350,101 

■  747,  764 

13,239 

3, 321,  208 


$9,  741 

266,  784 

11,481,264 

5, 451. 567 

1,064,027 

1,276,713 

14, 473, 993 

338,598  j 

20, 591, 199  I 

1,140,931  I 

6,291,781  I 

2, 130,  478  I 


Countries. 


Norway 

Paraguay 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Urusctiay 

Another 

Total 


1912 


$1,417,386 
2, 053, 043 

11,510,S16 

2,210,048 

2,109,981 

114, 415, 718 

57, 057, 507 
2, 409, 521 
3, 325, 438 


371,303,146 


1910 


S803, 123 

1,995,471 

13,009,706 

2,026,133 

1,947,943 

59,140,013 

61,298,084 

2, 372, 888 

2, 693, 553 


209,799,995 


Principal  Articles  of  Import. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  in  1916,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  1915,  by  groups  of  articles  and  by  nominal 
customs  valuations : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Artides. 

1915 

1916 

$1,271,-334 
25, 525, 551 

3,628,035 
6,331,922 
50,116,856 
31,125,9.88 
12  379  840 

$2,382,411 
25,096,946 

4,217,178 
5, 200, 519 
63,296,348 
15, 130, 565 
12, 059, 959 
1,658,370 
9,054,865 
6, 983, 845 

Leather  and  products 

Iron  and  products 

Other  metals  and  prod- 
ucts  

$2, 037, 607 
23, 140, 596 

5, 850, 067 
6,667,912 
24, 566, 514 
3,625,154 
6, 744, 328 

$2,113,549 

Foodstuffs 

Tobacco  and  manufac- 
tures  

20,258,715 
7,131,851 

Agricultural  supplies 

Coal,  stone,  cement,  etc. . 

Electrical  supplies 

All  other 

5,436,086 

Textiles 

oils,  fixed,  mineral,  etc. . 
Chemicals  and  drugs 

18,632,982 
3,221,207 
7, 924, 599 

1,3^4,311 

S,  827, 429 
5, 636,  709 

Total 

218,860,151 

209, 799, 995 

Paper  and  products 

The  figures  in  the  tables  of  this  report  were  compiled  on  the  basis 
of  the  old  method  of  valuing  Argentine  imports.  The  Director 
General  of  Statistics  intends  to  value  the  imports  of  1917  and  sub- 
sequent years  on  the  basis  of  a  new  system,  by  which  the  real  values 
will  be  given  in  place  of  the  present  nominal  ones. 
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Imports  from  the  "United  States. 

The  Argentine  statistics  give  the  total  values  of  imports  from  the 
United  States  for  the  four  years,  1913-lOlG,  as  follows:  $59,861,703 
in  1013,  $35,323,290  in  1914,  $54,193,342  in  1915,  and  $61,298,084  in 
1916. 

The  April,  1917,  issue  of  The  Americas,  a  monthly  publication  of 
the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York,  gives  the  values  of  these  im- 
ports as  follows:  In  1913,  $54,980,000;  in  1914,  $27,128,000;  in  1915, 
$52,841,000;  and  in  1916,  $76,874,000. 

According  to  the  Argentine  figures  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  in  1916  were  only  about  $1,500,000  greater  than  those  in 
1913,  but  American  statistics  show  a  difference  of  about  $22,000,000 
in  favor  of  1916.  This  latter  difference  is  undoubtedly  the  more 
correct,  as  this  country  bought  much  more  of  the  United  States 
during  1916  than  formerly.  The  discrepancy  is  due  to  the  Ai-gen- 
tine  system  of  compiling  its  import  statistics  on  the  basis  of  foreign 
selling  prices  in  1906,  when  arbitrary  valuations  were  established. 
Moreover,  the  American  figures,  as  below  discussed,  will  have  to 
be  accepted  for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  since  no  detailed  official 
figures  have  as  yet  been  published  here  of  the  imports  of  1916  by 
articles  and  countries. 

The  following  table  taken  from  The  Americas  will  show  the 
quantity  and  the  value  of  the  leading  imports  into  Argentina  from 
the  United  States  in  the  years  1913,  1915,  and  1916,  the  year  1914 
being  disregarded  as  abnormal: 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.       Value, 


Agricultural  implements: 

Mowers  and  reapers 

Planters  and  seeders 

Plows  and  cultivators 

Thrashers 

Automobiles number. . 

BreadstnfTs:  Rice pounds. . 

Chemicals,  drucs,  and  dyes: 

Cement,  h  ydraulic. .  barrels. . 

Caldum  carbide. .  .pounds. . 

Medicines,  proprietary 

Coal tons.. 

Cotton  and  manufactures: 

Clotli,  unbleached. ..yards.. 

Knit  goods 

Yarns 

Explosives:  Cartridges 

Fibers  and  manufactures: 

Bags 

Binder  t  wlno pounds. . 

Fruit:  Apples 

Glucose pounds. . 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Firearms 

Cash    registers    and    parts 
number.. 

Windmills 

Rails tons.. 

Sheets   and    plates,   galva- 
nized   pounds. . 

Steel  sheets do 

AVire,  barbed do 

Other  wite do.  . 

Leather: 

Upper  kid square  feet.. 

Boots  and  shoes pairs. 

Malt bushels.. 

Naval  stores: 

Rosin barrels. . 

Turpent  ine gallons. . 


1,062 
7,  G19, 000 

70,000 
8,500,000 


70, 000 
1,378,000 


13,743,000 
"o,"  451,"  666' 


1,454 

4i,'i8i' 

18,536,000 

107,000 

14,13.5,000 

49,409,000 

0,331,000 
288, 000 


152,000 
551 , oon 


81,651,000 

323,000 

1,7.')0,000 

1.318,000 

1,181,735 

211,000 

85,000 
291,000 
456, 000 
199,000 

167,000 
31,000 
89,000 

208, 000 

70,000 

1,211,000 

40,000 

155, 000 

205,000 

261,000 

558, 000 

1,219,527 

514, 000 

2,900 

322, 000 

977, 000 

1,413,000 
897,000 


866,000 
287, 000 


1915 


Quantity.        Value 


626 
3,924,000 

165,000 
9,415.000 


787,000 
1, 592, 000 


18,119,000 
"s,"  336,' 666" 


927 


8, 374 

7, 0S3, 000 
13.710,000 
15,6.}5,000 
39,871,000 

1,140,000 
261,000 
336, 000 

140, 000 
597,  (X)0 


$■112,000 
120,000 
667, 000 
192,000 
294,000 
187,000 

218,000 

319,000 

345,000 

2.378,000 

178,000 
170, 000 
476, 000 
436, 000 

200,000 

1.409,000 

265,000 

158, 000 

628, 000 

206,000 
259, 000 
224, 000 

209, 000 
343,000 
343, 000 
799,000 

305,000 
781,000 
400, 000 

026.000 
276,000 


1916 


Quantity.      Value. 


4,399 
3,442,000 

02,000 
8,635,000 


922, 000 
3,900,000 


14,3.39,000 
'7,"  092,"  666' 


409 


1,555 

17,081,000 

2,410,000 

19,340,000 

88,519,000 

1,417,000 
189,000 
038,000 

10(),000 
459, 000 


3770,000 

86,000 

1,438,000 

144,000 

2,0f>5,000 

179,000 

82,000 

295, 00 

385,000 

3,013,000 

579,000 
1,687,000 
2,184,000 

347,000 

160,000 

l,a51,000 

248,000 

180,000 

200,000 

80,000 
58L00O 
58,000 

593,000 

61,000 

581,000 

2, 362, 000 

344,000 
044,0*3 
671,000 

665,000 
269,000 
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iVrticIcs. 

1913 

1913                                    1916 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oils: 

Crude  mineral gallons. . 

Illuminating do 

Lubricai  iug,  etc do 

Naphthas do 

Cottonseed pounds. . 

Paper,  news-print do 

Tobacco,  leaf do 

Wood  manufactures: 

Lumber Mfoet.. 

8,  .549, 000 
21,46.5,000 

4,419,000 

70(i,  000 

14,479,000 

22, 279, 000 

2,830,000 

205,000 

$32.5,000 
2,180,000 
950, 000 
131,000 
1, 009, 000 
557, 000 
424, 000 

6,  l&i,  000 
2,361,000 

9,672.000 
15,408.000 

5, 073, 000 

7, 897, 000 
19, 370, 000 
39  841,000 

2,353,000 

100,003 

$317,000 

1,, 551, 000 

899,000 

1,285,000 

1,420,000 

909,000 

339, 000 

1,903,000 
,559, 000 
680,000 

9,623,000 

12,587,000 
0, 072,  000 
0,621,000 
3, 702, 000 

46,757,000 
1,581,000 

59, 000 

$419,000 

1,332,000 

1,362,000 

9.52,000 

398, 000 

1,114,000 

252, 000 

1.287,000 
590, 000 

Hogsheads  and  barrels  . . 

55,000 

Destination  of  Exports. 

The  throe  highest  years  of  exports  from  Argentina  have  been  1915, 
with  $588,744,820;  1910,  with  $524,328,734;  and  1913,  with  $406,- 
581,888.  The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1916, 
as  classified  according  to  countries  of  destinations,  compared  with 
1912: 


Coimtries. 

1912 

1916 

Countries. 

1 

1912 

1915 

Austria-Hungary 

$2,795,410 

35,954,187 

21,8.53,739 

2,370,310 

831,431 

34, 79;),  188 

71,512 

52,105,343 

20,407,783 

15,466,270 

1,782,394 

1,177,226 

Portugal     

$547, 173 

363,450 

3,457,107 

1,443,688 

117,125,2,89 

31,257,457 

4,549,473 

110,881,974 

4,387,044 

$1,312,812 
2,848,924 
8,202,500 

Brazil , 

$23,640,788 

1,487,937 

5, 880, 669 

62,471,808 

2,429,564 

Spain 

Chile       

Sweden      

9,763,393 
154,163,864 
109  892,198 

,  United  Kingdom 

ITnited  States       

rrauce        

French  possessions 

Uruguay  

6,260,543 
72,950,371 
3, 434, 145 

To  order      

Italy        

26,198,271 

28, 529, 205 

3,983,576 

2,883,163 

'  All  other  eoimtries 

Total 

463,618,453 

524,328,734 

Paraguay 

i 

leading  Products  Exported. 

The  following  table  will  .show  the  quantities  of  Argentina's  prin- 
cipal exports  in  1916.  as  compared  with  those  of  the  same  articles  in 
1915 : 


Articles. 


AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCT.S. 


1916 


Oats 

Barley 

Rye 

Lmseed 

Maize 

Potatoes 

Hay 

Wheat 

Alcohol a  16^  015^  316 

Sugar I  404 

Wheat  flour 144,290 

Argentine  wine 05, 837, 325 

Bran  and  pollards I  29,035 

Linseed  cakes \  18,104 


TOTIS. 

804, 443 

67, 580 

3,288 

639,914 

2, 873, 910 

27,606 

27, 963 

2, 294, 876 


,  FOREST  PRODUCTS. 

Quebracho  extract ^ 

Quebracho  logs T 


97,574 
161, 734 


Increase  (4-) 

or  decrease 

( —)  compared 

with  1915. 


Tom. 
+      211,646 

-  7,319 

-  1,631 

-  341,279 

-  1,456,684 
+  21,517 
+  9, 524 

-  216, 638 
a+ 10,  265,  .530 

-  53,419 
+         23,241 

a-h  4,974,948 

-  148, 628 

-  2, 859 


-  2,639 

-  47,945 


Articles. 


UVE-STOCK  PRODUCTS. 

Cattle 

Horses 

Frozen  beef , 

Chilled  beef 

Frozen  mutton 

Goat  and  kid  skins 

Sheepskins , 

Salted  oxhides , 

Dried  oxhides 

Horsehides 

Wool 

Jerked  beef 

Preserved  meat 

Butter 

Tallow  and  grease. . . . . 

Guano 

Bones 

Salted  tripe 


1916 


Increase  (+) 
or  decrease 

(—)  compared 
with  1915. 


Tons. 

b  51, 919 

6  2^314 

411,547 

16, 1.53 

51,318 

3,213 

14,551 

77,841 

21,. 549 

3,950 

117.657 

1,119 

44, 569 

5,671 

48,685 

15, 1G9 

20.452 

2, 537 


Tons. 
6-51,288 
6-23,849 
+60,511 
+  4,450 
+  16,283 
+      698 

-  5,674 
+  13,593 

-  4,030 
+  1,402 

-  13 
+  900 
+  12,624 
+  1,048 

-  1,181 

-  4,327 
+  3,932 

-  1,689 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Below  is  g^ven  a  comparative  statement  of  the  declared  exports 
from  the  Buenos  Aires  consular  district  to  the  United  States  for  the 
yeaw  1915  and  1916,  by  articles  and  values: 


Articles. 


Aeroplanes 

Animal  l)y-products 

Antiquities 

Beeswax 

Bones 

Bone  dust 

Bono  meal 

Books 

Brcadstiiffs: 

Barley 

Maize 

Wheat 

Chemicals: 

(..'ascin 

Glyeerin 

Ipecac 

Tartar,  crude 

Copper 

Cylinders,         ammonia, 

empty 

Feathers,  rhea 

FertiliiCr  (tankage) 

Fish  scraps , 

G  hie  stoi  •k 

Gold  and  silver  ingots 

Grease  cakes , 

Guano 

Hair: 

Cow 

Goat 

Hog 

Horse 

Hides: 

Calf- 
Dry 

Uriboru 

Wet 


Cattle- 
Dry 

Wet 

Horse- 
Dry 

Wet 

Horns 

Horn  piths 

Household  effects 

Jewelers'  sweeps 

Leather: 

Cattle  hides,  tanned. 
Sheepskins,  tanned... 

Linseed , 

Locomotives , 

Machinery , 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 
Beef- 
Chilled 

Hearts 

Offal 


84,000 
11,C5I 


178, 107 


47, 087 
840 


1.022,841 


304, 474 

70, 9  0 

8,100 

C2, 080 


5, 078 
32, 100 
281,(90 

4,251 
118,^94 


4, 3t  5 
7,3C9 

48,941 

2,293 

9,041 

581,151 


1,722,449 
'"'r.02,'257 


8, 802, 27G 
19, 703, 995 

1,053,980 

44, 428 

1,104 


10,178 


9, 242, 349 

1,219 

132 


8,001,245 
21.108 


1910 


$1,000 
5,227 
323, 013 
6, 406 
7, 905 
3,772 

72, 737 

1,305,195 

303, 582 

997.912 
245. 400 


248, 121 
21,409 

1,158 

70, 782 

313,263 


139, 959 

1,448 

10, 001 


140.594 


4,  OCA 
907, 320 


2,097,030 

11,203 

781,017 

8,051,932 
21,679,457 

2,371,102 
134, 334 
9,445 
5, 3;  8 
4, 597 
2,355 

17,891 

02,241 

8, 498, 002 


1,650 


1,213,985 
1,320 
8.433 


Articles. 


Meat    and    dairy    prod- 
ucts—Continued. 

Cracklings 

Lamb 

Meats,  preserved— 

Beef 

Meats  n.  o.  s 

Meat  meal , 

Mutton , 

Sausage  casings. . . 
Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Cheese , 

Mica , 

Musical  instruments:  Ac- 
cordions   

Oils: 

Castor,  crude 

Pelitgrain 

Stearin 

Ores,  wolfram 

Quebracho: 

Extract 

Wood 

Rags,  new,  cotton 

Rubber 

Satin  goods 

Seed: 

Alfalfa 

Canary 

Caraway 

Flower 

Rape 

Ryegrass 

Sunflower 

Silver 

Skins: 

Fur,  raw 

Goat,  dry 

Sheep- 
Dry 

Wet 

Tallow 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  lentils,  dry 

Peas,  dry 

Walnuts 

Wool 

Zinc 

Another 


1915 


1910 


J449, 254 
CO,  499 


544,815 
59-, 245 


62,221 


10, 434 

07,1<8 

205, 034 

1, 248, 938 

1,13-,  234 

1.447 


4,414 
170,3.9 


4, 550 
4, 431 
3,037 


Total 

Returned  American  goods 


Grand  total. 


058, 230 
959, 886 

722, 139 

1,182,4.3 

77,747 


82,102 
505,470 

70, 180 

107.084 

9,240 

053, 190 

912,991 

772 
74,0(i6 
6,600 

1,732 

1,080 

12,343 

19, 303 

1,082,285 


1,030,471 
13,  (^0 
30,433 
23,485 

10,588 

120,219 

0,6()3 

2,937 


29, 700, 144 

882 

9. 065 


3, 7C8, 423 
112,318 


90.880.741 


3,503 
27, 792 

1,038,719 
3, 105, 103 

3,277,122 

1,215,347 

789,227 

43.5,601 

47,540 

50,0.57 

52,308,040 

7,833 

0,343 


122,872,704 
170,7.50 


123,043,520 


The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  compiled  from  the 
.values  given  in  the  consular  invoices  certified  here,  have  been  as 
follows  for  "the  five  years  ended  1916:  1912,  $30,024,957;  1913, 
$25,628,373;  1914,  $50,336,537;  1915,  $90,880,741;  and  1916, 
$123,043,520.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  ver}^  material  and 
steady  increase  in  the  values  of  goods  going  from  Buenos  Aires  to  the 
United  States  since  the  war  began.  Of  course,  the  higher  declared 
prices  of  exports  accounted  for  a  large  part  of  this  increase,  but  the 
quantities  of  the  articles  sent  forward  were  also  much  greater. 
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Imports  of  Automobiles. 

Practically  all  of  the  automobiles  imported  into  Argentina  in  lOlG 
came  from  the  United  States,  ap;sreg'ating  about  $2,005,000  in  value, 
according  to  American  official  statistics. 

Accortlinui;  to  recent  Argentine  official  publications,  5,929  automo- 
biles were  imported  into  this  country  in  1916.  These  cars  were  ap- 
praised for  customs  and  statistical  purposes  at  $2,195,580.  The  auto- 
mobile imports  of  Argentina  in  the  six  years  ended  191G,  with  their 
respective  customs  valuations,  were  as  follows: 


Year. 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

Year. 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

1911 

2,461 
4,281 
5,115 

$2,346,-587 
5,159,033 
5, 194, 216 

1914 

2,185     $1,105,664 

1912 

1915 

1,847           609.956 

1913 _.. 

1916 

5,929 

2, 195, 587 

These  figures  are  significant  and  interesting.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  not  only  were  those  for  1916  the  highest  as  regards  the  number 
of  cars  imported,  but  they  follow  the  year  in  which  the  smallest 
number  was  imported.  Moreover,  they  show  that  much  cheaper 
brands  of  cars  are  now  being  sold  here.  These  have  lately  greatly 
grown  in  favor,  especially  in  the  rural  districts  on  both  large  and 
small  estates  distant  from  the  railways  and  the  market  centers. 
Automobiles  have  been  found  cheaper  than  horse-drawn  vehicles, 
and  the  protracted  drought  of  1916  greatly  favored  the  motor  car, 
permitting  its  use  to  an  extent  impossible  in  more  rainy  years. 

The  5,929  cars  imported  in  1916  exceeded  very  little  in  customs 
valuation  the  aggregate  value  of  the  2,461  cars  brought  in  in  1911. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  1911,  1912,  and  1913  the  cars 
imported  were  of  a  much  more  luxurious  and  costly  type  than  those 
that  are  now  in  favor.  .At  the  end  of  April,  1917,  there  were  3,985 
automobiles  in  use  in  Buenos  Aires. 

Very  few  motor  trucks  are  used  in  Argentina,  and  it  will  almost 
certainly  be  some  years  before  heavy  trucks  can  be  introduced  here 
in  paying  numbers.  Most  of  those  that  have  been  imported  for 
experimental  or  demonstrative  purposes  still  remain  unsold. 

Data  for  Leading  Agriculture  Products. 

In  the  order  of  their  statement,  the  Provinces  of  Buenos  Aires  and 
Cordoba,  the  Territory  of  La  Pampa,  and  the  Provinces  of  Santa 
Fe,  Entre  Rios,  and  San  Luis  form  the  chief  agricultural  belt  of 
Argentina. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  cultivation,  production, 
and  exports  for  the  years  1913-1917  of  the  four  leading  agricultural 
products  of  the  Republic,  namely,  wheat,  corn,  linseed,  and  oats. 
The  figure*!  of  production  and  exports  are  given  in  tons  of  2,204 
pounds. 


Products. 

Acreage. 

Produc- 
tion. 

Exports. 

1        Products. 

Acreage. 

^If^r  1  Exports. 

Wheat: 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-16 

1916-17 

16,243,506 
15,471,206 
16, 420, 086 
16,08s,%7 

10, 259, 774 
10,385,797 
9,928,283 
8,968,851 

Tons. 
2,850,123 
4,604,000 
4,3.50,000 
2, 106, 320 

6,681,000 
8,260,000 
4,093,000 
1,494,600 

Tons. 

980,  .525 
2,511,514 
2,294,875 

Linseed: 

1913-14 

1          1914-15 

!          1915-16 

i          1916-17 

Oats: 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1          1915-16 

1916-17 

4,283,134 
4,257,608 
4,262,550 
3, 207, 414 

2,945,484 
2, 868, 881 
2,821,9.32 
2,525,406 

Tons.           Tons. 
99.5,000        841,590 
1,125,000         981,192 
840,000         639,914 
134,120 

Com: 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1915-16 

1916-17 

3,  .542, 280 
4,330,594 
2,873,594 

740,000         353,700 
831,000         592,797 
1,226,000  1      804,443 
487,850  1     .   . 

8 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  KEPORTS. 


Increased  Production  of  Wine. 

According  to  official  figures,  1,447,140,877  pounds  of  grapes  were 
elaborated  in  191G,  giving  a  wine  yield  of  68.7  per  cent.  The  yield 
is  compared  below,  by  Provinces  and  Territories,  with  that  of  1916 
(1  liter=  1.0507  quarts) : 


Provinces  and  Territo- 
ries. 

1915 

1916 

Provinces  and  Territo- 
ries. 

1915 

191& 

Federal  Capital 

Liters. 

259,000 

1,586,800 

388, 266, 000 

80,628,400 

2,56,. ■■  00 

977, POO 

369, too 

182,000 

109,000 

Liters. 

335,042 

3,086,230 

360,784,890 

74,186,640 

418,493 

726,052 

963,328 

203,610 

98,460 

La  Rioja 

Liters. 

2,330,300 

2,833.800 

270,600 

200 

2,867,000 

110,100 
1,299  300 

Lifers. 
2,010,724 
2  967  749 

Catamarea 

Tuc-uman 

175,200 
9t0 

Corrierrtes 

Santa  Fe 

Salta 

3,630.070 
5.'^3  ,540 

Jnjuv 

Entre  Rios 

Rio  Negro 

1   3S0  MS 

Total 

Santiago  del  Estero 

482  346  300  >  *^^  •'^'i  •'^76 

The  Province  of  Mendoza  produces  about  80  per  cent  of  all  of  the 
Argentine  wines,  with  the  Province  of  San  Juan  a  moderate  second. 
The  production  of  wines  in  the  Republic  has  increased  from  169,- 
722.391  liters  in  1907  to  451,521,576  liters  in  1916,  or  about  170  per 
cent.  The  importation  of  foreign  vvines  has  correspondingly  de- 
creased. In  the  years  1911  and  1912  the  im.ports  of  fine  wines 
amounted  to  155,250  liters  and  149,821  liters,  respectively.  These 
diminished  in  1915  and  1916  to  25,549  liters  and  21,472  liters,  re- 
spectively. 

Of  common  and  medium  quality  wines  there  were  imported  in  1911 
and  1912,  respectively,  44,293,286  liters  and  45,732,782  liters;  in  1915 
and  1916  these  imports  were  17,739,660  liters  and  about  11,557,508 
liters,  respectively.  However,  the  export  of  national  wines  has 
tteadilv  grown  during  the  six  years  ended  in  1916,  as  the  following 
fio-uiWof  exports  show:  In  1911,  3,490  liters;  1912,  12,506  liters; 
1913,  37,198  liters;  1914,  206,513  liters;  1915,  862.377  liters;  and  in 
1916,  5.837,325  liters.  Most  of  the  exports  were  shipped  to  Paraguay, 
Uruguay,  and  Brazil. 

Live-stock  Industry. 

Next  to  agriculture,  the  most  important  undertaking  in  Argentina 
is  the  live-stock  industiy,  with  its  kindred  meat  industry.  Accord- 
ing to  the  national  census  of  June  30,  1914,  the  live  stock  of  Argen- 
tina showed  a  decrease  of  about  3,300,000  cattle  and  of  24,000,000 
sheep,  as  compared  with  the  census  of  1908,  and  a  decrease  of  about 
4,000,000  cattle  and  38,000,000  sheep,  as  compared  with  an  estimate 
of  the  number  of  these  animals  in  Argentina  on  December  31,  1914, 
made  by  the  Department  of  Rural  Economy  and  Statistics,  before 
the  1914  census  figures  had  been  compiled  and  published.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  compare  the  figures  of  the  three  latest  live-stock  censuses 
of  the  Republic: 


Species. 

1895 

1908 

1914 

Species. 

1895 

1908 

1914 

Cattle 

Number. 

21,701,525 

74,379,562 

052, 766 

2  748  800 

Number. 

29,12-4,336 

67,383,962 

1,401,269 

3,946,749 

Number. 

25,866,763 

43,225,452 

2,900,585 

4,325,280 

Horses 

Number. 

4,446,859 
285,497 
197, 872 

Number. 

7,537,314 
465,054 
285, 103 

Number. 
8,323,815 

Sheep 

565,069 

Pigs 

260,157 

Goats  .... 

The  meat  industry  is  very  important  in  Argentina,  ranking  after 
agriculture  and  cattle  raising.     Tliere  were  10  meat-freezing  estab- 
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lishments  operating  in  1916  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  and  2  in 
the  Territory  of  Santa  Cruz,  The  animals  slaughtered  by  these 
during  the  year  comprised  1,890,850  head  of  cattle,  2,616,713  sheep 
and  lambs,  and  74,317  pigs. 

There  are  two  canned-meat  factories  in  the  Province  of  Entre 
Rios  and  one  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe;  they  slaughtered  together, 
during  1916,  201,701  head  of  cattle  and  1,270  pigs. 

Banks  and  Banking. 

According  to  statements  of  25  banks  of  the  Federal  Capital  of 
Buenos  Aires  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  the  balances  in 
these  banks  on  December  31,  1916,  were  in  the  aggregate,  as  follows: 
Deposits  in  current  and  savings  accounts,  $703,587,097;  discounts  and 
overdrafts,  $559,213,381;  cash  reserves,  $297,259,502;  and  capital 
subscribed  or  forming  an  obligation  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  $180,- 
891,640.     All  items  showed  an  increase  over  1915. 

By  a  law  passed  in  September,  1914,  an  Argentine  public  savings 
institution,  the  Caja  Nacional  de  Ahorro  Postal,  was  created  under 
national  guaranty.  [See  report  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  May  24,  1916.]  The  minimum  and  maximum  amounts  that  could 
be  deposited,  the  interest  rates  payable,  etc.,  were  regulated  by  law, 
and  the  bank  closed  its  balance  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  opera- 
tion with  a  sum  total  of  $129,344.  At  the  end  of  1916,  this  balance 
was  $1,581,159,  and  on  June  8,  1917,  there  was  $3,256,582  on  deposit 
in  the  bank,  showing  its  rapidly  increasing  popularity. 

The  Banco  Hipotecario  Nacional  (National  Mortgage  Bank)  was 
founded  in  1886  with  power  to  grant  loans  by  means  of  the  issue  of 
so-called  cedulas,  or  bonds  to  bearer,  in  the  place  of  cash  to  persons 
mortgaging  their  properties  to  the  bank.  These  bonds  always  find 
a  ready  market  in  the  exchanges.  According  to  the  bank's  annual 
report  for  1916,  on  December  31  of  that  year  the  cedulas  in  circula- 
tion represented  a  valuation  of  $217,814,312,  par  value,  the  cash  on 
hand  equalled  $16,771,376,  and  the  reserve  fund,  $17,428,296. 

The  loans  in  force  at  the  end  of  1916  amounted  to  $236,393,192  in 
paper  cedulas,  $3,647,091  in  gold  cedulas  convertible  into  paper,  and 
$66,025  in  gold  cedulas. 

The  Argentine  nation  guarantees  the  services  of  interest  and 
amortization  of  the  cedulas,  as  well  as  the  deposits  in  the  savings 
bank.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the  cedulas  may  not  exceed  6  per  cent, 
and  all  cedulas  are  subject  to  an  annual  amortization  of  1  per  cent. 

Loans  On  Agrarian  Lien  Contracts — Revenues. 

In  1916  loans  on  agrarian  lien  contracts  amounted  to  $44,396,197, 
as  against  a  total  in  1915  of  $30,695,412.  The  number  of  contracts 
registered  was  10,859,  distributed  as  follows  among  the  various 
Provinces  and  Territories  and  the  Federal  Capital: 


Provinces  and  Territories. 


Federal  Capital 

Buenos  Aires 

Santa  Fe 

Entre  Rios 

Corrientes 

Cordoba 

Mendoza 

Sao  Juan 

Santiago  del  Estero 


Number 

of  con- 

Value. 

tracts. 

J,5?7 

$22,596,270 

4,470 

9,279,390 

1,768 

5, 23S,  015 

230 

1,174,183 

9 

131.793 

1,151 

2, 159, 173 

408 

1, 918, 924 

3.3 

53,553 

18 

16,415 

Provinces  and  Territories. 


SanT  uis.. 

Salta 

Jujuy 

Pampa 

Santa  Cruz 
Chubut . . . 
Neuquen.. 

Total 


Number 
of  con- 
tracts. 


9 

16 

1 

1,164 

53 

1 

1 


10,859 


Value. 


$44,583 

63, 702 

500 

1,3.39,446 

368, 473 

4,^6 

8,492 


44,396,197 
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Of  the  total  amount  loaned,  $19,531,600  was  pledged  on  live  stock, 
$20,647,498  on  lands,  $2,384,705  on  animal  by-products,  and  $1,832,394 
on  machinery  and  farm  implements. 

The  total  national  revenues  in  1914, 1915,  and  1916  were  $153,392,746, 
$147,525,912,  and  $98,755,724,  respectively.  The  customs  revenue  of 
the  Kepublic  during  1916  totaled  $53,604,754,  as  against  $49,325,466 
in  1915,  an  increase  of  $4,279,288.  The  revenue  of  the  Buenos  Aires 
customhouse  for  1916  amounted  to  $53,603,146,  as  against  $38,812,209 
for  1915. 
Arrivals  of  Vessels  in  1916. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  arrival  of  vessels  in  the  River 
Plate  during  1916,  by  nationalities: 


Nationality. 


Steamers. 


Number.    Tcmna^e. 


Sailing  vessels. 


Number.  Tomiage. 


British 

Dutch 

Norwegian 

United  States 

Greek , 

Italian , 

French 

Argentine 

other 

Total... 


572 
185 
88 
Ti 
138 

ys 

64 
18:5 

287 


,  820, 605 
399,  743 
178,998 
267, 881 
275,944 
255, 603 
226, 453 
115,329 
519, 543 


28,107 


125 
57 


178,660 
74,354 


11,903 
30,105 
3,687 
58,395 


4, 059, 975 


385, 211 


Previous  to  the  war  the  Dutch,  Norwegian,  Swedish,  Spanish, 
Greek,  Danish,  Uruguayan,  United  States,  Brazilian,  Russian, 
and  other  flags  divided  only  about  15  per  cent  of  the  total  ar- 
rivals between  themselves.  In  1913  not  a  single  American  vessel  ar- 
rived in  Buenos  Aires.  In  1914  there  were  6  arrivals  from  the 
United  States;  in  1915,  73;  and  in  1916  there  were  140  in  all. 

The  year  1915  was  unfavorable  for  railways,  as  a  result  of  the  eco- 
nomic difRculties  arising  out  of  the  European  war.  This  condition 
continued  during  1916,  and  all  of  the  Argentine  railways  suffered  a 
general  decline  in  their  shares.  However,  it  is  claimed  that  the  serv- 
ice has  been  improved.  The  scarcity  of  fuel  has  caused  the  use  of  wood 
as  a  substitute  for  coal.  Profitable  contracts  have  been  signed  with 
the  wood-producing  companies  for  supplying  fuel  to  the  railways 
during  1916  and  1917,  which  has  naturally  favored  a  domestic  in- 
dustry. The  general  economic  situation  of  the  country  that  has 
been  felt  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  has  been  reflected  in  the 
revenues  of  the  railway  companies  in  the  exploitation  of  their  lines, 
and  although  there  was  an  increase  of  revenues  in  1916,  as  compared 
with  1915,  the  sums  have  not  equaled  those  in  normal  years. 

The  capitalization  of  all  lines  in  1916  was  given  as  $1,254,221,597, 
the  total  gross  earnings  $125,911,945,  and  net  earnings  $44,015,581. 

Immigration  and  Emigration. 

According  to  an  article  published  in  La  Nacion  of  March  16,  1917, 
there  was  an  annual  average  excess  of  47,783  immigrants  into  Argen- 
tina over  the  number  of  emigrants  from  the  country  from  1892  until 
1904.  From  1905  up  to  1913  this  figure  was  trebled,  exceeding 
200,000  in  1910  and  1912,  with  an  annual  average  of  164,447 
immigrants. 
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In  1914  there  was  a  change  in  the  migratory  movement,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  increased  unemployment.  The  number  of  immigrants 
diminished  considerably  and  emigration  increased:  after  the  war 
began  both  immigrants  and  emigrants  decreased  in  number. 

Tlie  followinn;  table  from  La  Nacion  shows  the  migratory  move- 
ment in  Argentina  during  the  years  1910-191G: 


Immigrants. 

Emipranls. 

Year 

First  class. 

Second 

and  third 

classes. 

First  class. 

Second 

and  third 

classes. 

1910 

20,r>84 
22,031 
25,167 
25.399 
20,466 
8,854 
7,3lO 

289, 640 
225, 772 
323, 4(n 
30.',n47 
115,321 
45,290 
32,990 

18,313 
21,635 

22,200 

24,227 

18, -'06 

7,177 

7,519 

97,854 

1911 

120, 709 

1912 

120, 260 

1913 .              

154,  S«J 

1914 

178,684 

1915 

111,459 

1916 

73,348 

The  Mining  Industry. 

Argentina  is  not  a  mining  country,  although  it  may  some  day  be 
a  large  producer  of  minerals  with  a  proper  development  of  its  re- 
sources in  this  direction.  A  local  engineer  has  recently  examined 
many  coal  mines  in  the  Republic  and  has  pronounced  the  mineral 
yielded  by  them  as  needing  a  geological  era  or  two  before  becoming 
a  high  grade  article.  There  are  no  precious  or  semiprecious  stones 
found  in  the  country  and  no  mineral  productions  of  importance  ex- 
cept petroleum  and  wolfram. 

The  increase  in  the  annual  output  of  petroleum  from  the  Comodoro 
Eivadavia  fields  since  1911  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  of  pro- 
duction:  In  1911,  1,920  metric  tons;  in  1912,  6,850  tons;  in  1913, 
19,050  tons;  in  1914,  40,530  tons;  in  1915,  75,900  tons;  and  in  1916, 
116,000  tons. 

According  to  an  official  report  presented  in  January,  1917,  the 
value  of  petroleum  sold  from  Comodoro  Rivadavia  in  1916  was  $1,- 
823,795,  and  the  expenses  of  working  amounted  to  but  $613,448,  the 
balance  of  $1,210,347  going  into  the  National  Treasury. 

Wolfram  is  the  second  in  importance  of  the  minerals  produced  in 
Argentina,  and  the  entire  production  is  exported.     Of  $1,149,820 
worth    of    domestic    minerals    exported    from    Argentina    in    1916, 
wolfram  represented  $1,014,772  worth. 
Public  Works — Insurance  Companies. 

According  to  a  report  just  published  by  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  the  expenditures  of  the  National  Government  in  public  works 
generally  in  1916  were  as  follows:  Building  operations,  $1,032,615; 
railways,  $269,241;  hydraulic  works,  $1,758,140;  dredging  of  the 
River  Riachuelo,  $79,179;  irrigation,  $2,501,208:  bridges  and  high- 
ways, $681,283 ;  total,  $6,321,666. 

Construction  work  in  Argentina  has  been  largely  at  a  standstill  in 
recent  years,  chiefly  owing  to  the  high  freight  rates  for  machinery 
and  construction  material,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  these  from 
abroad  in  many  cases  on  any  terms. 

Irrigation  work  was  done  chiefly  in  the  Province  of  La  Rioja  and 
the  Territories  of  Rio  Negro  and  Neuquen. 


12  SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

The  inland  revenue  lax  on  insurance  operations  effected  during  the 
year  191G  yielded  $i51,220,  as  agaiiLst  $390,761  in  1915,  an  increase 
of  $01,459,  or  about  15  per  cent.  During  1916,  56  national  and  32 
foreign  insurance  companies  operated.  Of  the  national  companies 
39  were  located  in  the  Federal  Capital  and  17  in  the  interior.  The 
foreign  companies  or  agencies  were  all  located  in  the  Federal  Capital, 
one  of  them  having  a  branch  in  Mendoza. 
Manufacturing  Industries. 

Owing  largely  to  its  lack  of  domestic  coal  and  other  fuel  products, 
Argentina  is  primarily  not  a  manufacturing  country,  even  in  normal 
times.  The  manufacturing  industries  were  seriously  hindered  during 
1916  by  the  lack  of  coal  and  fuel  oil,  and  by  the  great  difficulty  of 
procuring  many  raw  materials,  for  which  it  is  dependent  upon 
foreign  sources  of  supply. 

Probably  the  most  important  new  industry  of  Argentina  is  the 
Portland  cement  factory,  now  being  constructed  at  Sierras  Bayas, 
Province  of  Buenos  Aires.  This  factory  will  produce  about  1,000,000 
barrels  of  cement  per  year.  It  is  financed  by  American  capital  and 
is  being  built  by  American  engineers. 

In  the  field  of  electricity  two  accomplishments  in  1916  are  worthy 
of 'mention,  namel}^  the  completion  and  inauguration  of  the  main 
power  station  of  the  "Compania  Italo-Argentina  de  Electricidad," 
and  the  application  of  electricity  to  the  suburban  branch  of  the 
Central  Argentine  Kailway. 

Breweries  of  Argentina. 

The  first  brewery  in  Argentina  was  established  in  1868 ;  there  are 
now  25  breweries  in  the  country  whose  share  and  debenture  capital 
amount  to  $13,795,009  and  $2,427,629,  respectively.  Invested  capi- 
tal is  given  as  $27,279,709.  During  the  year  1915-16  these  breweries 
employed  35,262,937  pounds  of  malt,  of  which  32,079,240  pounds 
were  imported  and  the  remainder  of  3,183,697  pounds  was  produced 
in  the  country ;  the  output  was  77,085,933  liters.  The  year  of  largest 
output  was  1913-14,  when  116,321,488  liters  of  beer  and  malt  extract 
were  produced.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  capacitj'-  of 
these  establishments  (given  as  177,790,000  liters  annually)  is  still 
far  from  being  fully  utilized.  The  value  of  sales  effected  by  these 
breweries  in  1915-16  is  given  as  $11,166,791,  practically  the  same 
as  in  1914-15,  but  considerably  less  than  in  1913-14,  wdien  the  figure 
was  $16,084,336.  During  the  year  the  breweries  employed  between 
them  motive  power  amounting  to  7,030  horsepower,  of  which  6,738 
was  steam  power,  and  gave  employment  to  3,114  persons,  whose 
salaries  and  wages  amounted  to  $1,726,900.  They  paid  in  taxes  a 
total  of  $1,713,866,  of  which  $1,534,390  was  national  taxes,  $148,977 
provincial,  and  $30,499  municipal, 
large  Production  of  Flour. 

An  Argentine  publication  gives  the  following  data  relating  to  the 
Argentine  flour-milling  industry: 

During  the  year  1916,  the  work  of  the  nulling  industry  resulted 
in  the  elaboration  of  1,429,195  tons  of  wheat,  yielding  993,539  tons 
of  flour  and  421,181  tons  of  by-products.  The  number  of  mills  work- 
ing in'  the  Capital  and  the  Provinces  was  250  and  in  the  National 
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Territories  26.  The  flour  yield  of  these  establishments  represents 
69.51  per  cent  of  the  wheat  milled ;  the  by-products  represents  29.40 
per  cent,  and  loss  or  shinkage  was  1.03  per  cent.  The  exports  of 
flour  were  114,290  tons,  leaving  a  surplus  for  consumption  of  849,249 
tons.  During  the  year,  28,810  cons  of  corn  were  milled,  yielding 
21,765  tons  of  corn  flour. 

The  production  of  flour  in  1910  and  the  amount  of  wheat  elab- 
orated by  the  mills  was  as  follows,  by  Provinces  and  Territories: 


Provinces  and  Territories. 


Federal  Capital 

Buenos  Aires 

Santa  Fe 

Cordoba 

Entre  Rios 

Mondoza , 

San  Juan 

Santiago  del  Estero. 

San  l.uis 

Catamarca 

Salta 


Wheat 

Flour 

elaborated. 

produced. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

3S3, 774 

269,985 

362,fi82 

247, 772 

22-1, 49.5 

154, 727 

250, 375 

177, 6S5 

130,573 

90, 299 

35, 92G 

25,294 

15, 550 

10, 243 

1,S76 

1,437 

9,000 

6,000 

1,401 

878 

1,025 

832 

Provinces  and  Territories. 


AVheat 
elaborated. 


LaRioja.. 

Jujuy 

Cornentes 
Pampa... 
Chubut... 
Neuqiien . 
Rio  Negro 
CLaco 


Tons. 

700 

272 

3 

10, 190 

1,200 

lis 

40 

3 


1, 429, 195 


Flour 
produced. 


Tons. 

418 

192 

2 

6,864 

800 

82 

27 

2 


993, 539 


Posts  and  Telegraphs. 

The  Bureau  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  had  for  its  general  service 
at  the  beginning  of  1910  about  8,448  offices.  During  1916,  there 
were  opened  71  new  offices,  and  42  were  closed  as  being  unnecessary. 
The  number  of  employees  throughout  the  Eepublic  was  10,671.  The 
revenue  derived  from  the  postal  service  was  $4,247,811  in  1910, 
$4,680,400  in  1915,  and  $5,032,250  in  1916.  The  revenue  from  the 
telegraph  service  was-  $1,512,304  in  1910,  $1,642,231  in  1915,  and 
$1,906,231  in  1916. 
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